The Watertown Story

THREAT TO COMMUNITY WATER FLUORIDATION
LEADS TO ORAL HEALTH ACTION IN UPSTATE NEW YORK COMMUNITY




Watertown City Council Meetings 10/2012 —
6/2013

Becomes Ground Zero for Anti-fluoride Arguments

October 15, 2012 - Resolution 1 — Accepting Bid for Fluoride Replacement System - $73,195

November 2012 - April 2013 - City Council Meetings — drum beat of public comment/lettei
continues....

May 13, 2013 - City Council Work Session

Dr. Paul Connett, St. Lawrence University - makes an anti-fluoride
presentation.

June 10, 2013 - City Council Work Session

Dr. Jayanth V. Kumar, DDS, MPH, New York State Department

of Health, Bureau of Dental Health — makes a pro-fluoride
presentation.






Watertown City Council Member Quotes

c“mass medication directed towards the demographics
that do not take care of themselves.”

c“dentists are programmed to support fluoride in the
water.”

o“set a date to determine whether to continue with the
fluoridation of water.”






Council Feels the Pressure?
More Council Member Quotes....

-“given the background of Council members, itis
difficult to make a judgement on a medical or scientific
issue such as this.”

o “open-minded in terms of which avenue to pursue.”

°“is there really a problem in Watertown?” “Area
dentists that I’'ve talked to state there is little fluorosis
in the City.”

































Meanwhile....

o Statewide partnership is formed to address oral health as a 3-year initiative. State-
level and local-level objectives.

> The City of Watertown/Jefferson County, NY is on the radar as a potential ECC
Community Reduction Project site.

> The New York State Department of Health, New York State Health Foundation,
Community Health Foundation of Western & Central New York, Schuyler Center for
Analysis & Advocacy collaborate to establish two ECC Community Reduction
Project pilot locations.

o Jefferson County, NY and the City of Buffalo are chosen and agree to participate.



Jefferson County

o Strong history of support for community health.
> Good mix of community resources and assets.

o Still need to improve oral health.

o Medicaid and poverty indicators.

o Fluoridated and non-fluoridated communities.

> Good relationships with partners.



The Jefferson County Leadership Team:

Maternal/Child Health Network

Federally Qualified Health Center

Community Action Planning Council
® Head Start

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson
County (Nutrition)

2 Dentists — General Practitioner and Pediatric
Dental Hygienists

Local Health Department

Jefferson-Lewis Dental Society
Mental Health Provider

Fort Drum Regional Health Planning
Organization

Schools
City of Watertown
® Water Superintendent
¢ City Council
SCAA
CDHP
New York State Health Foundation



Our Training Sessions —
March-June, 2014

’ Some helpful approaches from that process:

® Community Assets Exercise
¢ Institutions
® Programs
® Individuals
® Resources

® Telling Your Story

® Face-to-Face Interviews



Our Name




Our Workplan

® Increase fluoride varnish application — primary
care providers.

® Increase proper tooth-brushing in young
children — Cavity-Free Kids curriculum.

® Maintain access to fluoridated water.

® Outreach through social and other media.



